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result. Only when one scrutinises one's inclinations and
wishes, and care? more for the validity of one's reasoning
than for its agreeableness, would it be possible to find the
truth. It is one of the glories of Buddhism that it appeals
to reason and science, and not to blind faith and authority.
Only he who has set aside vain hopes and wishes can per-
ceive that the power with which he combats suffering and
sorrow is natural and not supernatural. Only the sceptre
of reason and science can safeguard to all the most cherish-
ed opportunities for right action, right thought, and right
peace.

When an earnest intelligent man has gained right views
concerning the existence of misery, its cause and its cessa-
tion, how could he find satisfaction in pleasure-seeking?
He has found that to seek pleasure is to multiply pain.
When one has begun to see things as they are, how could
he be swayed by motives of dollars and cents, or of mere
personal interest ? When one has perceived that there is the
infinite to traverse and the perfect to attain, how can he
find happiness in repose ? His mind will always be directed
towards the attainment of bodhi. His aspiration will be to
free his mind from doubts and contradictions as to the pos-
sibility of reaching the'goal; to be paying homage to the
Blessed One by investigating his Dharma and disciplining
himself in accordance with its teaching; to abandon the
idea of separateness; and to deliver himself and all beings
drowned in the sea of misery by the employment of the
various expedients which lead to the haven of the Great
Peace. <( What then, 0 friend, is right aspiration ??> says the
Sacchambhanga: "It is the longing for renunciation; the
hope to live in love with all; the aspiration after true huma-
nity." With the firm resolve to attain bodhi the aspirant
must enter on the prescribed course of self-culture and self-
control.

Aspiratioris and resolutions will be of little avail, if they
are not followed by practices which can secure the end
in view. The inner life of the individual will become
strengthened only when it energises into the external world
as activity. Consequently right aspirations must find ob-